
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3119 May 11, 2005 
SOCIAL SECURITY CRISIS 

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss the crisis in Social Se-
curity. The current system in place is 
based on demographics in America that 
are reflective of 1935, not 2005. 

Currently, 45 percent of senior citi-
zens rely on Social Security as their 
sole source of income. We, in this 
House, will not let them down. We also 
cannot lose sight of our goal, though, 
to preserve Social Security for our 
children and our grandchildren. 

Our goal in this Congress, as leaders, 
is to help real people, not engage in po-
litical posturing. It is our duty as pub-
lic servants to ensure a strong and sol-
vent program. For today’s seniors and 
those nearing retirement, the system 
should not change. But we owe those 
younger workers across America and 
our future generations more than just 
a stopgap fix. We owe them the best 
system that we can provide to suit 
their needs in their golden years. 

f 

SENATE FILIBUSTER 

(Mr. LEWIS of Goergia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
what does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and lose his soul? Mr. 
Speaker, what does it profit one polit-
ical party to rule this government with 
an iron fist and destroy the foundation 
our Founding Fathers built? This is the 
central question we are asking the Sen-
ate Republican conference today. 

It is unreal. It is unbelievable that 
Senators sworn to uphold the Constitu-
tion would end filibusters on judicial 
nominations. This is not only a grab by 
one party to dominate every branch of 
American Government. It is a choke 
hold on the voices of millions of Amer-
ican voters. Where is our honor? Where 
is our honesty? Where is our respect for 
the American people who place their 
trust in all of us, not one political 
party? 

Mr. Speaker, I thought the principles 
of American democracy stood for some-
thing. I hope the Senate Republican 
leadership will not fall for this mis-
carriage of justice. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on the motion to 
suspend the rules on which a recorded 
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered, 
or on which the vote is objected to 
under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later in the day. 

b 1030 

CORRECTING THE ENROLLMENT 
OF H.R. 1268 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
concur in the Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution (S. Con. Res. 31) to correct the 
enrollment of H.R. 1268. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 31 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That in the enroll-
ment of H.R. 1268, an Act making emergency 
supplemental appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2005, and for other 
purposes, the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives is hereby authorized and di-
rected to correct section 502 of title V of di-
vision B so that clause (ii) of section 
106(d)(2)(B) of the American Competitiveness 
in the Twenty-first Century Act of 2000 (Pub-
lic Law 106–313; 8 U.S.C. 1153 note), as amend-
ed by such section 502, reads as follows: 

‘‘(ii) MAXIMUM.—The total number of visas 
made available under paragraph (1) from un-
used visas from the fiscal years 2001 through 
2004 may not exceed 50,000.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LEWIS) 
and the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution instructs 
the enrolling clerk to correct a provi-
sion in division B of the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations con-
ference report that was drafted incor-
rectly. 

The conference agreement included a 
provision to make available an addi-
tional pool of permanent resident visas 
only for nurses and physical therapists. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 7 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, ordinarily, on a piece of 
legislation like this, there would be 
virtually no debate and it would be 
passed routinely, but I think, for the 
good of the House, we ought to review 
exactly what we are doing here and 
why we are here doing it. 

As you know, last month, the supple-
mental appropriations for Iraq and 
other purposes was passed by the House 
and then passed by the Senate. On the 
Senate floor, the Senate saw fit to 
adopt an amendment, the purpose of 
which was to increase the number of 
visas for nurses by 50,000. That is what 
it supposedly did. 

Now, after that was adopted on the 
Senate floor, the bill was conferenced. 
It passed this House some time ago, 
and the conference passed the Senate 
yesterday. 

Today, we are here with this concur-
rent resolution, and what does this 
concurrent resolution do? It raises the 
number of visas for nursing by 50,000. 
Why do we have to chew the same cud 
twice? Why are we here doing today 

what we thought had been done much 
earlier? 

I think it is very simple. We are here 
because the normal processes, the nor-
mal democratic processes of the House 
and the Senate have not been followed. 
We are here because, in an attempt to 
solve a debate within the Republican 
Caucus, extraneous material was added 
to the Iraqi supplemental which had no 
business being on that bill in the first 
place. 

What essentially happened is that 
after this amendment was adopted by 
the other body, the leadership of the 
majority party then essentially took 
away from the Committee on Appro-
priations the ability to deal with all of 
these immigration-related issues. 

Now, who dealt with them? I am, 
frankly, not sure, but I think it was 
Senator FRIST’s staff, and I think it 
was the leadership staff in this House. 
But we are not sure because it all hap-
pened behind some closed door. I am 
not sure what room it was in. But it 
happened somewhere, some place in 
River City. 

So now, we are here correcting that 
mistake. Why am I making a Federal 
case out of something like this? Well, 
it is very simple. The history of Con-
gress has been written for decades, and 
each decade some scholar has noted 
that Congress works principally in 
committee. Woodrow Wilson wrote his 
great piece on the organization of Con-
gress, making the point that Congress 
really ran in committees. We are here 
today because that committee system 
has been corrupted. 

What has happened is that we have 
ignored the fact that the reason for the 
committee system in the first place 
has been so that the House could use 
the specialized knowledge that people 
develop on each and every committee 
and put that knowledge to work in the 
consideration of every bill that goes 
through this House. Under normal 
processes, the Committee on Appro-
priations would have been dealing with 
all matters that were attached in the 
appropriations bill. 

Under normal processes, Senator 
HUTCHISON should have been allowed to 
have access to the language before it 
was arbitrarily attached to this bill. 
But when people tried to find out what 
was happening on immigration and 
other issues, they were told it is being 
taken care of. It is being taken care of. 

Well, it certainly was. 
Mr. Speaker, I simply take this time 

to make the point that there is a pur-
pose for creating committees. There is 
a purpose for vetting these issues 
through the committee of jurisdiction 
because, through the years, commit-
tees learn their business. But when the 
normal business is side-tracked, when 
everyone except the powers on high are 
excluded from the rooms where deci-
sions are being made, then you are 
going to have mistakes being made be-
cause nobody is smart enough to know 
everything about everything, despite 
what some people in the leadership in 
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